Dropin
stormwater
fees to hit
projects

John Arthur Hutchison
JHutchison@News-Herald.com
Twitter: @newsheraldjah

Part of Lake County commis-
sioners’ plan to raise the county’s

piggyback sales tax rate by 0.5 per- .

cent includes reducing stormwater
management fees by 50 percent for
participating communities.
Revenue generated by user fees
from the 14 communities that are
part of the program for 2011 is
- $2,043,826, according to the Lake
County Stormwater Management
Department. Thus, half that total is
$1,021,913. =
Commissioners on Tuesday
passed a resolution declaring their
intent to reduce the fees effective
next year.

The fee structure is certified each

fall by county commissioners, so
the rates for 2011 are already in

place and won’t have an immediate

impact this year, ‘said- Stormwater
Management Department Director
Tim Miller. :

Each year, the department tries to
allocate between $1.3 million and
$1.5 million in funding for projects,
he said.

Miller said there is a period of
time for project to move from a
status of conceptual to design and

into construction because of the -

nature of permitting and negotiat-
ing property easements that can
take some time.
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“Consequently, we have
had this reserve of cash and it
has been dedicated to proj-
ects,” he said. “We are look-
ing at a lot of that money is
poised for upcoming projects
that we’re working on.”

The department has a cash
balance of $4 million and has
about $7.5 million in projects
identified by the communi-
ties, Miller said.

“We can leverage our
money with the assistance of
the communities for Ohio
Public Works Commission
funding,” he said.

With half the annual reve-
nue slated to come to the
department next year, storm-
water officials including the
Stormwater ~ Department
Advisory Board, will take a
look at what they can do to
get the. most value, Miller
said.

“What we're going to do is

. we’re evaluating the projects
we have on the books and .

I’m going to be meeting with

- the member communities and

reprioritize which ones were
projected out and which ones
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Lake County Stormwater Management Department user fees
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that we can continue to
move,” he said.

Willoughby Hills is.a com-
munity that has taken full
advantage of what the depart-
ment can offer, said Council-
man Kevin Malecek.

A project on Rogers Road
is under way and the funds
will be used to make the road
drivable, Malecek said.

“We have these funds allo-
cated for this year’s budget,
and it’s not being affected,”
Malecek said.

“But the other side of the
coin is if we have other proj-
ects in the future, it would
possibly reduce the projects
and"the pot of money avail-

able.”

Malecek said that the
reduction in fees will also
reduce the burden residents
have to pay.

Madison Township Admin-
istrator Larry Advey said the
program has collected about
$2.4 million in fees from
township residents since
inception and has returned
nearly that amount in proj-
ects and services. .

Township trustees have not
had a chance to discuss the
matter in-work session, but
Advey said he thinks the fee
reduction is a concern for the
township because it has
allowed the community to

address stormwater problems
it couldn’t have afforded to
on its own.

Miller said there several
other projects in the county
that should be ready to begin
soon including one out for
bid in Painesville Township
and another in the same comi-
munity for which the engi-
neering has been completed.

“There will still be money
available for projects, it just
will be lessened,” Miller
said.

“It will be our job to try to
utilize the dollars we have to
bring in additional dollars
and to -look at our projects
from a priority standpoint.” -
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